
YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Darwin Harbour and Blaydin Point 
Nearshore Drilling Activity

INPEX is undertaking nearshore drilling activities in the waters around Blaydin Point and in several 
other locations in Darwin Harbour from late August or early September to November 2008. 

This drilling project is part of the prefeasibility study process being carried out for the company’s 
Ichthys Gas Field Development Project and we are committed to keeping the Darwin community 
and other users of the area informed about our activities in the waters of the harbour. 

1. What is INPEX and what do they do?
INPEX Corporation, a Japanese company, has been engaged 
in oil and gas exploration and development for more than four 
decades in many countries around the world. It is currently involved 
in a number of projects in Australia and in the Joint Petroleum 
Development Area in the Timor Sea, including the Griffin Project  
in the Carnarvon Basin and the Bayu-Undan Project off East Timor.

Total, INPEX’s joint venture participant in the project, is a French 
company and one of the world’s largest oil and gas companies. 
Together, both companies have substantial experience in  
operating and developing oil and gas fields.

2. Why is INPEX undertaking these 
drilling activities? 
INPEX is proposing to develop the world-class Ichthys gas and 
condensate reserve located in the Browse Basin, 200km off the 
north-west coast of Western Australia. INPEX (76% and Operator) 
and Total (24%) are jointly developing the project. 

The purpose of the drilling project in Darwin Harbour is to 
investigate geological and foundation conditions for the  
proposed jetties, the offshore gas import pipeline route and the 
dredging areas required for a shipping channel, turning basins  
and berthing pockets. 

This work follows on from INPEX’s successful onshore drilling 
campaign at Blaydin Point, which was completed on 20 June  
this year.

3. Does this mean INPEX has made a 
decision on locating an LNG facility 
in Darwin?
No. INPEX is evaluating all viable options for an onshore LNG plant 
location. Darwin is one of the options, along with the Maret Islands 
in Western Australia and the multi user LNG “hub” that may be 
proposed by the Western Australian government by the end  
of the third quarter this year.

4. What will the drilling project 
involve?
A jack-up barge (pictured below) will drill 26 holes – about 21 in the 
proposed jetty areas and the proposed dredging areas and about 
5 along the proposed gas import pipeline route. The boreholes will 
be up to 40m in depth (below the seabed) and 120mm in diameter 
and will provide core samples which will be subjected to technical 
analysis at a later stage. 

A jack-up barge will be used to conduct the investigations

5. Where exactly will the work be 
undertaken?
INPEX will be undertaking nearshore drilling activities in the three 
areas identified in the image below. 

6. Will the work be safe?
Yes, INPEX has significant experience in carrying out this sort of 
exploration drilling program in many locations around the world. 
The program will be compliant with Darwin Port Corporation safety 
regulations and in the interest of public safety, safety zones will be 
established around the jack-up barge to ensure that no one enters 
the drilling activity area.

Harbour users are encouraged to observe this temporary measure.

7. Will the proposed work interfere 
with existing shipping and other 
business in the harbour?
Consultation with stakeholders commenced in June 2008.  
INPEX will continue to work very closely with all interested parties 
and during the fieldwork program will report the position of the 
jack-up barge to the Harbourmaster on a daily basis.

A hazard identification (HAZID) workshop scheduled for 20 
August 2008 will identify potential hazards and any environmental 
considerations and enable the completion of appropriate 
management plans to ensure that this low-level program is 
implemented safely and in an environmentally responsible manner. 
INPEX will work with the Darwin Port Corporation to ensure that the 
appropriate parties are notified and invited to attend the workshop.

INPEX received a significant environmental award for similar work 
undertaken in the Kimberley in 2007, setting a benchmark in 
responsible environmental management.

8. How many vessels will be 
involved?
In addition to the jack-up barge there will be up to two service 
vessels and a fast rescue craft which will be permanently deployed 
as a “man-overboard” vessel and to provide crew transport.

A towing vessel will be used to move the barge from one location 
to the next. 

9. Will the vessels operate out of 
Stokes Hill Wharf?
This has yet to be determined, but it is likely that Darwin Harbour 
has the facilities required to support the program.



For more information please call 1800 217 828 

Or contact Jane Munday, at Michels Warren Munday 
(08) 8981 6445

INPEX 9223 8433

Darwin Harbourmaster’s Office 8947 7200

Darwin Harbour Control Tower 8947 7214 (24 hours a day)

VHF channel 10 (24 hours a day)

10. How deep will each hole be?
Up to a maximum of 40m below the seabed. 

11. How long will it take to drill 
each hole?
One to four days per hole depending on the seabed conditions 
encountered.

12. What will the hours of operation 
be and how long will it take? 
Activity will start in late August or early September and finish in 
November, depending on the conditions encountered. The program 
will run during daylight hours only, but the rig will remain in position 
overnight with the required navigation warning lights deployed.

13. How many people will be working 
on the project and where are they 
staying? 
Up to 11 people will be involved, with six on the jack-up barge, two 
on each of the tow vessels and one operating the fast rescue craft. 
They will all be staying in Darwin. 

14. Will other users of the activity 
area be affected or in danger if 
they enter the permit area?
We are working with the local community and the appropriate 
authorities to make sure people are aware of the activities taking 
place and the locations in which they will occur. A safety zone 
will be established around the jack-up barge to ensure that no 
one is exposed to any risks – the safety of the harbour‘s boating 
community is our highest priority. For safety reasons it is important 
that vessels do not enter this zone.

15. What will be the effect on 
recreational fishing or charter 
operators for example?
Recreational fishing and local charters will not be affected.  
However all vessels should be aware of the safety zones 
established around the jack-up barge. For safety reasons  
it is important that no vessels enter this zone.

16. What will be the Northern 
Territory local business 
participation?
The geotechnical contractors have a Darwin office, and the  
vessels supporting the jack-up rig will be hired and manned locally. 
Other support for the program, such as fuel etc., will be sourced 
locally. Specialist equipment and services may have to be brought 
in from interstate.

17. Will there be safety zones 
around the barge?
Yes, there will be a safety zone established around the  
jack-up barge to ensure that no one enters the drilling activity  
area. Harbour users are encouraged to observe this temporary 
measure to ensure their safety.

18. Will boats be able to see the 
barge at night? 
Yes, the barge will be illuminated so that boats in the harbour  
can safely and easily navigate around it.

19. Will the drilling affect local 
marine life? 
INPEX has completed detailed mapping of the harbour seabed 
to identify potentially environmentally sensitive sites. Borehole 
locations have been chosen to avoid any sensitive sites.

To minimise the possibility of the barge introducing marine pest 
species into the harbour, it will be cleaned before it arrives on site.

An Environmental and Quarantine Management Plan will be 
implemented. The specific details of this plan will be finalised at the 
HAZID workshop which will be attended by representatives of the 
Darwin Port Corporation and other government agencies.

20. Will the drilling affect 
mangroves? 
Mangrove vegetation will not be impacted by the drilling program.

21. What about wrecks of heritage 
significance in the area?
Detailed mapping of the harbour seabed has identified  
wrecks and other potentially sensitive sites. An Environmental 
Management Plan has been developed for all nearshore drilling 
activities, and borehole locations have been specifically chosen  
to avoid the wrecks.

22. Will the drilling cause any 
discharges into Darwin Harbour?
To conduct the drilling program, drilling “mud” will be used to 
lubricate the drill bit, lift drill cuttings (ground up rock and sediment) 
from the borehole, and prevent the boreholes from collapsing.  
The drilling “mud” is not actually mud but is composed of water 
mixed with bentonite, a naturally occurring non-toxic clay.

23. Will the drilling create plumes 
of sediment in the water?
A combination of drill mud and cuttings (ground up rock and 
sediment) will be discharged to the seabed at each borehole 
location. This discharge may cause a small visible plume on the 
surface for a short period of time before it is rapidly dispersed by 
the harbour’s strong currents.

24. What is the likelihood of a fuel 
spillage?
The jack-up barge holds less diesel than a normal harbour launch. 
To cover the unlikely event of a spill incident, a procedure for 
dealing with hydrocarbon spills will be developed and included  
in the Emergency Response Procedure. 

25. Who is the drilling contractor?
The joint contractor will be Coffey Geotechnics and Hagstrom 
Drilling. Both companies have been involved in geotechnical 
investigations in many ports and harbours around the country.

26. Where can we obtain more 
information? 
We have set up a dedicated 1800 217 828 line to respond to any 
enquiries you may have about the nearshore drilling campaign. 
There will be someone available to take your call between the  
hours of 8am and 5pm (CST) from Monday to Friday.

Alternatively, you can visit the following web sites and follow the 
links to the pages that contain all the necessary information:

www.inpex.com.au

www.afant.com.au

www.darwinport.nt.gov.au


