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INPEX partners with Questacon to future-proof 
Australian students 

 
 
Sydney, Australia – INPEX today announced a four-year, million-dollar 
partnership with Questacon, the National Science and Technology Centre, to 
make science and technology more accessible to students across Australia, 
including in remote and regional areas. 
 
The partnership focuses on a national energy literacy program for schools and 
will support student education and teachers to be engaged in science, 
technology, engineering and maths (STEM). 
 
INPEX Corporation President and CEO, Mr Takayuki Ueda said together, INPEX 
and Questacon aimed to inspire the next generation to think about the shifts in 
global energy production, while educating tomorrow’s workforce about 
sustainability.   
 
“We are proud to be partnering with Questacon to deliver long-term positive 
impact in STEM education for students and teachers in Australia and Japan,” said 
Mr Ueda. 
 
“There is a real need to engage and connect with the next generation about 
shifts in global energy and raise awareness of sustainable energy within the 
wider community. Our education investment with Questacon will equip the future 
workforce with knowledge for a rapidly changing world. 
 
“Through this innovative partnership our aim is to provide benefits across 
Australia and contribute to the development of vibrant, prosperous and resilient 
communities.” 
 
The partnership with Questacon will deliver: 
 

• A new ‘energy show’ developed by Questacon that will seek to improve 
energy literacy through engaging demonstrations that build understanding 
of energy, power, units, transmission and energy economics. The show 
will be filmed and shared with communities across Australia.   
 

• Questacon STEM Futures – professional learning workshops for teachers 
and school leaders to support delivery engaging STEM education.  

 
• An engaging forum for youth dialogue and discussion about the energy for 

the future, that will link students in Australia, Japan and Indonesia to 
build international understanding of the complex issues around power 
generation and increase awareness of the United Nations’ Sustainable 
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Development Goals, with a focus on SDG 7 – Ensure access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all.   
 

• A suite of interactive energy exhibits designed and developed by 
Questacon that will tour venues in Japan as part of the Science Circus 
Japan Tour in 2023. 

 
• Science Circus Japan – the third Questacon Science Circus Tour to Japan 

hosted in partnership with Japanese science centres and museums, to 
produce a co-created energy show and science exhibits to communities in 
and around Niigata.  

 
“We may be a Japanese company, but creating jobs in Australia, being a good 
corporate citizen and enabling the Australian way of life are core principles for 
us,” said Mr Ueda. 
 
Questacon Director, Professor Graham Durant said” This partnership provides us 
with an opportunity to deliver a suite of inspiring activities to raise awareness 
and generate a greater understanding of energy within the community”. 
 
“The INPEX partnership provides us with a great opportunity to strengthen 
relationships with Japanese institutions through a science communicators’ 
exchange program and linking students and future leaders in a sustainable 
energy dialogue.  
 
“The multi-year agreement aligns with the values of Questacon, which was 
founded in 1988, with the support of the Australian and Japanese governments 
and business community.”   
 
 
INPEX commits for the long haul in Australia 
 
The Questacon investment comes as INPEX continues to ramp-up production at 
its Ichthys LNG facilities - one of the largest and most complex liquefied natural 
gas developments in the world. 
 
Signalling the importance of Australia to the company’s global operations and 
long-term growth strategy, INPEX directors this week visited the company’s 
Ichthys LNG onshore operations in Darwin and held their first Board meeting 
outside of Japan.  
 
Since the first LNG cargo departed Darwin in October 2018, Ichthys LNG has 
now safely produced 100 cargoes of LNG, LPG and condensate. 
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Media Contact:  
Ms Susie Pantall, Communications Manager, INPEX Australia  

Office: +61 (0) 862136634  

Mobile: +61 (0) 403330020  

Email: susie.pantall@inpex.com.au 

 
About INPEX 
INPEX CORPORATION is Japan’s largest exploration and production (E&P) company, and a mid-tier E&P 

player just behind the world’s oil majors. INPEX is currently involved in approximately 70 projects 

across more than 20 countries, including the Ichthys LNG Project in Australia as Operator. Through 

sustainably growing its oil and gas development business, INPEX aims to become a top class 

international oil and gas E&P Company and continue providing a stable and efficient supply of energy to 

its customers. For more information, visit https://www.inpex.co.jp/english/index.html.  

 
About the Ichthys LNG Project 
The Ichthys LNG Project is a project led by INPEX (Operator, participating interest: 66.245%) alongside 

major partner TOTAL (participating interest: 26%) and the Australian subsidiaries of CPC Corporation, 

Taiwan (participating interest: 2.625%), Tokyo Gas (participating interest: 1.575%), Osaka Gas 

(participating interest: 1.2%), Kansai Electric Power (participating interest: 1.2%), JERA (participating 

interest: 0.735%) and Toho Gas (participating interest: 0.42%) that involves liquefying natural gas 

lifted from the Ichthys Gas-condensate Field offshore Western Australia at an onshore gas liquefaction 

plant constructed in Darwin, Northern Territory, and producing and shipping approximately 8.9 million 

tons of liquefied natural gas (LNG) and approximately 1.65 million tons of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 

per year, along with approximately 100,000 barrels of condensate per day at peak. While the capital 

expenditure required for production start-up during the period between the final investment decision 

(FID) and production start-up was projected to be around $40 billion on a 100% project basis, this 

figure has risen several percent due to factors including the delay in production start-up. 

 

The Ichthys LNG Project is a large-scale LNG project by global standards and is expected to be 

operational over a period of 40 years. In 1998, INPEX acquired an exploration permit in the block where 

the project is located, and following development studies including exploration, evaluation and FEED 

work, the company announced its final investment decision (FID) in January 2012. Thereafter, following 

the construction of the required facilities, the Project commenced production of gas from the wellhead in 

July 2018 and commenced shipment of condensate and LNG in October 2018, and LPG in November 

2018.   

 

https://www.inpex.co.jp/english/index.html
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For more details on the Ichthys LNG Project, visit 

https://www.inpex.co.jp/english/ichthys/index.html. 
 


